Coney Sale and Drawing Tutorial

By Michael Anthony. Carroll (2002

Here’s a rough breakdown of how I assembled the image on Page Two.

[image: image1.bmp]Everything you see on Page Two (characters, backgrounds, text) was created using the Drawing Toolbar (View>Toolbars>Drawing).

Each character/element is a combination of shapes and fills copied, pasted 

and resized.

The thought process involves looking at a real object and breaking 

it down visually into simple shapes, which can then be simulated

through drawing, either with paper and pencil or with a computer.

The Hot Dog, for example, is three elliptical shapes, combined oval 

shapes for eyes, mouth and tongue. The freehand line tool accounts for the 

arms and legs. The hands and feet were also shapes. 

The bun and the hot dog were colored using the gradient fill option.


The same process was used to create the condiments and

the background elements.


Objects such as eyes and the bun half were created once and copied 

and pasted and arranged to save time creating each element. 


Text items are text boxes or WordArt.

Please feel free to right click any object here or on page 2 

and Ungroup them to see how they’re assembled.  

Use that information to determine how to create other 

things on your own.

Several, if not all, of the things I’ve mentioned here are foundation concepts for working with those upscale, higher priced graphics programs such as Adobe Illustrator and Macromedia Freehand.  And, while it’s not as sophisticated as those programs, you can do many artistic and creative things with these tools in Microsoft Word. The Drawing Toolbar is also accessible in Excel and PowerPoint, so you can enhance spreadsheets and presentations with original artwork. 

As a bonus, I’ve attached an additional page, this one of an ad for a Bake Sale.  Same principles, different shape combinations, all from the Drawing Toolbar. There’s also a fourth page for practice and experimentation. Under Zoom, select the two page layout to see all the pages together.

Obviously, I think the Drawing Toolbar is one of the “underdogs” of the Office suite of programs. In my research and playing around with the tools, I found two books that compliment or supplement what I’ve learned and shared here. Here they are:

Drawing With Word by John Watson, Dorling Kindersley Publishers; 

ISBN# 0789472872; MSRP $6.95. Although it’s for Office 2000, the concepts are identical to version 2002. You might find this cheap online. It’s less than 75 pages long, and small enough to fit on your desktop or in your laptop bag.

Microsoft Office XP Simply Visual  by Perspection Inc. Sybex Publishers; IBSN# 0782140041; MSRP $24.99.  Before this book goes into the specifics of each program, it devotes an entire chapter to graphics and how to create them, or alter existing art.  I’ve seen copies of this book in the bargain sections at area Barnes & Noble stores.
Thanks for checking this out. Happy creating!     ---MaC
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Doodle Page





Use this page to Copy> Paste objects from Pages 2 & 3, and break them apart to see what shapes and lines are assembled to create the various food characters.





When creating your own projects, try to have a file page like this open, separate from your main document, to try out different combinations of items until you get the drawing you’re looking for.





CHECK THIS OUT


These pages are formatted at 8.5X14 inches, an ideal size for a “mini-poster” that can be printed from an office or home printer.





REMEMBER!��If you’ve never drawn with a computer before, it can take time.


BE PATIENT!


Realize that it takes time!


Although I’m a cartoonist/


designer myself, it took three working days (and several drafts) before I had a finished drawing that made myself and my co-workers happy!








